News Release
NUNAVUT PLANNING COMMISSION RELEASES UPDATED 2021 DRAFT LAND USE PLAN AIMED
AT PROTECTING THE ENVIRONMENT AND PROMOTING THE WELLBEING OF RESIDENTS
Iqaluit, Nunavut (July 8, 2021) In anticipation of tomorrow’s Nunavut Day celebrations, the
Nunavut Planning Commission (NPC) has released an updated 2021 Draft Land Use Plan which
is the largest of its kind in the world and covers one-fifth of Canada’s land mass, representing
some 2.1 million square kilometres of land and water.
This latest Nunavut Draft Land Use Plan (NDLUP) is the result of extensive consultation and
engagement with Inuit, their communities, Inuit organizations, federal and territorial
governments, environmental and wildlife organizations, and industry groups.
“We are excited to release this updated draft plan which takes a strong approach toward
conservation and protecting Nunavut’s fragile environment and way of life while supporting
sustainable economic development,” said Commission Chair Andrew Nakashuk. “It reflects
what we heard from the people of Nunavut (Nunavummiut) and is in the interests of all
Canadians.”
The 2021 Nunavut Draft Land Use Plan sets out guidelines for the use and responsible
development of resources in the Nunavut Settlement Area and is also designed to:
•

Protect critical wildlife habitat for caribou, migratory birds, walrus, polar bear, and
whales that are under threat because of climate change and other factors;
• Identify priority community areas of interest;
• Support economic development opportunities including the Manitoba - Kivalliq
infrastructure corridor;
• Provide for grandfathering of existing mineral rights; and
• Provide certainty for landowners and users about where and when projects and
economic activities can take place.
The NPC has received funding of $2.5 million from Indigenous and Northern Affairs Canada to
hold an additional round of public hearings in the Kivalliq and Kitikmeot regions to gather more
public feedback on the draft plan before it is submitted for approval.
“The Nunavut Draft Land-Use Plan is a living document which guides and directs us into the
future by establishing land use policies and designations that promote conservation, economic
development and the health and wellness of residents,” said NPC Executive Director Sharon
Ehaloak. “The Commission is pleased to receive this funding to ensure that we get it right and
our plan reflects the history and culture of Nunavut and its people.”

The 2021 Draft Land Use Plan and a backgrounder can be found at: https://www.nunavut.ca/
About the Nunavut Planning Commission (NPC) The Nunavut Planning Commission (NPC) is
responsible for the development, implementation, and monitoring of land use plans for
resource use and development in the Nunavut Settlement Area. The NPC was established in
1993 under the Nunavut Agreement.
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